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Thomas Antos, Gig Harbor (Term: 2009-2012) 
   
Tom has a life long interest in natural history and looks 
forward to helping our communities preserve unique 
habitat through local initiative.  He is recently retired 
after a varied 38 year career in law enforcement, 
manufacturing management, and as an engineering 
manager for The Boeing Company.  Tom has been a 
resident of Washington since 1968, earning degrees in 
oceanography and chemistry from the University of 
Washington and in business administration from Pacific 
Lutheran University.  He and his wife Ann have two 
daughters, Sarah and Jenny, and have been residents of the Gig Harbor area since 1975.  
Tom was a founding director and first president of the Peninsula Heritage Land Trust 
(PHLT), now part of Great Peninsula Conservancy. 
 
 
Mark L. Bubenik, Gig Harbor  (Term: 2009-2012) 
  
Mark’s interest in preserving unique forest and wetland 
areas began with his participation on the Seattle 
Mountaineers Conservation Committee in the mid-1960s.  
As a member of Peninsula Heritage Land Trust (now part 
of GPC), Mark worked on many land preservation 
projects including preservation of the Sehmel Homestead.  
Now retired, Mark’s career included working for the 
Pierce County Prosecuting Attorney providing legal 
assistance on the Gig Harbor Plan regulations, local 
SEPA regulations, and the Shoreline Management Act.  
Mark worked 25+ years for the Tacoma City Attorney’s 
Office advising Tacoma’s electric and water utilities and the City’s Public Utility Board.  
Mark’s last paid employment was working as the Suquamish Tribe’s environmental 
attorney, which included Growth Management Act compliance issues and other 
environmental matters.  Mark retired in mid-2007 and he resides with his wife Peggy in 
North Rosedale. 
 
 
 
 



James D. DePew, Gig Harbor (Term: 2008-2011) 
   
James retired as store manager and education specialist 
for Music Centers, Inc. after a diverse career that 
included work as a shipfitter, farrier, and certified 
financial planner.  Jamie has extensive community 
service experience and knowledge of land use 
regulations.  He served as an officer of Peninsula 
Neighborhood Association where he was chair of the 
committee that helped create McCormick Forest Park.  
He served two terms, including chair, on the board of 
Pierce County Conservation Futures Citizens Advisory 
Board including service on the committee that wrote the 
tax regulations for open space easements on private property.  Jamie served on the Gig 
Harbor Peninsula Community Plan Advisory Committee.  He currently is completing his 
final term as chair of the Peninsula Advisory Commission and is a member of the 
Shoreline Advisory Committee that is rewriting Pierce County’s shoreline regulations.  
Jamie and his wife, Su Tunney, are GPC land stewards. 
 
 
John Dickson, Gig Harbor (Term: 2007-2010)  
 
John's interest in conservation stems from a lifetime of 
activities in the outdoors.  As a young boy, he enjoyed 
exploring around Lake Michigan.  He later lived in 
Colorado and New Zealand, where he hiked and climbed 
extensively.  Living in Washington since 1975, he has 
sailed all over Puget Sound, climbed all of the area’s 
glaciated peaks, and enjoyed the overall magnificence of 
the Northwest.  John taught at five different universities 
and was dean of the business schools at Eastern 
Washington University and the University of Puget 
Sound, where he continues as a professor emeritus of 
marketing.  He brings valuable marketing and 
organizational leadership experience to the GPC board.  His late wife, Sarah, was one of 
the early board members of Peninsula Heritage Land Trust – one of GPC’s predecessor 
land trusts, and he is carrying on where she left off.  John hopes to leave a land legacy for 
future generations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Deanna Ferguson, Silverdale (Term: 2009-2010) 
  
Deanna earned me M.S. in Ecology from Oakland 
University in Rochester, Michigan in 1988.  She then 
joined the Air Force and spent the next seven years in 
Colorado Springs, where she enjoyed backpacking, 
mountain climbing, kayaking, skiing, and scuba diving.  
After leaving the Air Force, her teaching career took her 
to Texas, Tennessee, Oklahoma, New York, and New 
Jersey.  Over the last 20 years, Deanna has taught classes 
in Anatomy and Physiology, Human Biology, Ecology, 
and Environmental Issues.  She moved to Kitsap County 
in September of 2006 to take a position at Olympic 
College.  In addition to her teaching, she is the lead 
instructor in the development of Olympic College’s new Environmental Studies program.  
Deanna feels she is finally “home” and loves living here.  She enjoys hiking, nature 
photography, backpacking and scuba diving. 
 
 
John Keates, Shelton  (Term: 2009-2012)  
  
John is currently working as Parks and Trails Department 
Director for Mason County.  He completed a B.A. in 
Parks and Recreation and a M.S. in Business 
Administration.  John has worked in the parks and 
recreation profession for over twenty-three years, 
including jobs with Metro Parks in Tacoma, City of 
Enumclaw, and City of Chelan.  He is a member of the 
Washington Recreation and Park Association (WRPA), 
National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA), 
Capital Bicycle Club, and Shelton Rotary Club.  John has 
served on the board of directors for WRPA, Enumclaw 
Rotary, Shelton Rotary, and the Washington State Trails 
Coalition.  Currently, John is serving as Legislative Chairperson for WRPA.  John is 
passionate about conservation, open space, parks, recreation, and trails.  In his spare time 
he enjoys bicycle riding, jogging, hiking, listening to music, camping, bird hunting, 
kayaking, and motorcycling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John Lantz, Gig Harbor (Term: 2003-2010) 
   
John has a long history of corporate, entrepreneurial, and 
community involvement, with a special affinity for 
environmental protection.  He earned a B.A. from 
Stanford University and M.B.A. from University of 
California, Berkeley.  Through 1977, John held executive 
positions with Weyerhaeuser, General Electric, and IBM.  
From 1979 until his retirement in 2007, John was 
president of Lucks Food Decorating Company of 
Tacoma.  Along with 22 other elected freeholders, he 
wrote the Home Rule Charter for Pierce County.  John 
currently is president of Greater Tacoma Community 
Foundation.  He has been a board member of Tacoma Community College, Tacoma Art 
Museum, a member of Tacoma/Pierce County’s Chamber of Commerce and Economic 
Development Board, and a charter member of the City Club of Tacoma.  John enjoys 
skiing, kayaking, and travel.  John is a long-time resident of Raft Island with his wife Pat 
(a former State Representative).  They have three grown children and five grandchildren. 
 
 
John H. Nelson, Kingston (Term: 2001-2010) 
John was born in Chicago where, as a "city kid," he enjoyed exploring Chicago's forest 
preserves and lakefront, which are protected in perpetuity.  He received his B.S. and M.S. 
from Purdue University.  After a stint in the Army, he completed a Ph.D. in biochemistry 
at the University of Minnesota.  His career began as a scientist with General Mills in 
research/development and quality control.  He finished his career as chief technical 
officer at McCormick & Co., Inc. (the spice maker).  John and his wife, Linda Benedict, 
moved to Indianola from Roanoke, VA in 1996 and quickly joined the Indianola Land 
Trust – one of GPC’s four predecessor land trusts.  John joined the Great Peninsula 
Conservancy board to contribute his management and strategic planning skills. 
 
 
Kathleen Peters, Bainbridge Island (Term: 2009-2011)
  
Kathy grew up in Seattle, received her B.S. in Fisheries 
Science from the University of Washington, and attended 
the Fisheries Academy in Leetown, West Virginia.  Her 
primary areas of expertise are fish pathology and 
hatchery management.  Kathy worked for the Washington 
Department of Fisheries (now Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife) from 1978 to 2000, and for Long Live 
the Kings from 2000-2004.  She is currently the 
coordinator for the West Sound Watersheds Council, where she coordinates the West 
Sound habitat restoration component of the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan.  Her 
duties include overseeing an annual competitive grant program and serving as technical 
and community representative in West Sound and statewide salmon recovery forums.  



Kathy lives with her family on Bainbridge Island, and likes to spend time in the garden 
and around the waters of Puget Sound. 
 
 
Sidnie Shaffer, Bremerton (Term: 2008-2011) 
  
Sidnie works for National Audubon Society as Director 
of Conservation Program Philanthropy, West, and spent 
nearly a decade with The Wilderness Society as a senior 
director of fundraising before that.  Sidnie has also 
worked as a Leadership Development Officer for Habitat 
for Humanity International, as a private fundraising 
consultant, led planning, program, and fundraising 
processes for the Pierce County Arts Commission, and 
administered Tacoma’s Broadway Theatre District 
Capital Campaign of 1989-1991.  In service to her 
community, Sidnie has donated time as a board member for Earth Share of Washington, 
and was a founding board member and volunteer for Tacoma’s Hilltop Artists in 
Residence program.  In addition to her 23 years of non-profit management experience, 
Sidnie has deep appreciation and understanding of Puget Sound’s ecosystems.  She 
graduated with a B.S. degree in Botany from the University of Washington.  Sidnie 
enjoys skiing, ski mountaineering, hiking, and bird watching in her native Pacific 
Northwest Cascades and Olympics. 
 
 
 Ken Van Buskirk, Belfair  (Term: 2008-2011) 
  
Ken was a wildland firefighter for the U.S. Forest Service 
and Olympic National Forest for nearly 30 years, and 
now manages the Davis Farm outside of Belfair with his 
family.  Ken has deep roots in Mason County and has a 
long history of serving his community.  He graduated 
from North Mason High School and Olympic College, 
served on the Theler Center Board of Directors (2001-
2003), North Mason School Board (2003-2007), Belfair 
Sub-Area Planning Group (2001-2003), and has also 
been active with the League of Women Voters of Mason 
County.  He now serves on the Mason County Planning 
Advisory Commission.  Ken brings his extensive 
knowledge of working forests and farmlands to Great 
Peninsula Conservancy’s Board.  Ken and his family care 
so deeply about conserving forest and farmland that they have worked with GPC to 
permanently preserve their own farm and forestlands.  Ken and his wife Peggy (Davis) 
enjoy being close to their extended family, including one grandchild. 


